Screening, diagnosis, and treatment of cancer in long-term dialysis patients.
Some have suggested that the American Cancer Society guidelines for cancer screening be applied to patients who are on long-term dialysis and have used cancer screening as a means of assessing delivered preventive health care to patients with ESRD. However, cancer screening is effective only when it leads to survival benefit (usually expressed as days of life saved) without incurring high financial costs. Certain cancers such as human papillomavirus-associated cervical and tongue cancer and urologic malignancies are more common among dialysis patients, yet because the expected remaining lifetime of most dialysis patients is shorter than the time lived to develop malignancy, cancer screening in dialysis patients as applied to the general population is ineffective from the perspective of both cost and survival benefit. Cancer screening in dialysis patients is therefore best provided in an individual patient-focused manner. The occurrence, diagnosis, and treatment of cancer as well as issues related to cancer screening in dialysis patients are discussed.